Pace Towards Prosperity

(A Better Chance for a Better Future)

?r R
SUppowt

//Foundat n Monitoring Evaluation and Research Department
: o SAFCO Support Foundation

\ Bridge isthe progres




About the book

“A chance for a better future” is a collection of short stories of those brave men
and women who have broken the vicious chains of extreme poverty through
their hard work, devotion and a strong will to survive. The leading characters of
these stories such as Mohammad Nisar, Sahib Zadi and Jatti Fakir are, in fact,
the authors of these stories who have drained away the last reserves of their
energy to come out of slave-like conditions through the intervention of Safco
Support Foundation.
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hardtimes,

Unemplovment, poor health, high
food prices, conflict and natural
disasters these are some of the
thingsthat can drive people balow
the poverty line of $1.25 a daw
Andrew Shapard, a US author on
poverty has termed it as a
'revolsing door',

"Pacple fall into powverty aswell as
ascapea it. And once they've
escaped it they can fall back in
again’, he wrota,

Fecpla who are chronically poor,
thev're poor ower their lifetimes
foranumber ofreasonsandthose
reasons can be quite hard to
tackle. For example, the most
frequent causes for falling back
below the poverty line are ill
health, poor education and skills
and lack of opportunitiss.

"Pace Towards Prosperity” is a
collaction of short stories of the
paople who have broken the
vicicus chains of powverty through
their hard weork devotion and a
strong will to survive. The
characters ofthese stories such as
Mohammad Mizar Sahik Zadiand

Jatti Fakir are, in fact, the authors
ofthese stories who have drained
away their last reserves of
anargies to come out of their
sarvile conditions through the
intervention of Safco Support
Foundaticn,

We are dalightad to bring backthe
smiles on their faces. Thease
stories are a source of great
inspiration for others to follow
their footsteps to elewate their
lives.

M. Suleman G Abro
ChiefExecutive Officer
Safeco Support Foundation
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ESA DRIBBLE

"Poverty devvastates families, communities
andnations. It causes instability and political
unrest and fuels conflict."

- Eofi Annan, Former UN Secretary Gerneral

hen Isa Son of Suleman passed out

from his village primary school he

had a dream to go for further studies
kut the fear of powverty dominated his passionate
plans for a better future. "Fear of hunger was
preventing me to mowve forward to chase my
dreams”, he remembers. He ended up his
academic carear and started his professicnal
career on the wheels of a rented Tonga to
commute people. He had to pay half of the daily
income to the Tonga owner in terms of a daily
rent. At the end of the day, his net daily income
was too meager to fetch him two meals a daw
"Feading a family from this self-empliyved work
was bevond imagination’, said Isa who is
successfully running a kirvana shop thanks to
SafcoSupportFoundation's financial provisions.

Deaspite all odds, he started saving something
from his daily income to rebuild his life, It was
hard to manage but his wvision was to spend a
successful life, Awfully, his family was subsisting
atthewvery basic neads. Hisvision and continuous
struggle made him able to purchase his ocwn
Tonga, It gave him some better income prospects
asthetherewasno daily rentto pay now,

Life had started to get better but the worst was
vet to come, One day the poor [sa met a massive
road accident that shattered his life. The Tonga,




hiz main source of livelihood, was
wracked in the accident while his
leg was fractured As he had no
moneyto bear his medical bills, he
was compelled to gotoa quack for
treatment that put the broken
aends of the leg together writh
traditicnal procedure and
adwised him siz months rest until
full recowvery. His unavoidable
family needs dictated him to
restart work despite his injury
regardless of medical adwvice, He
started his Tonga rides with
bandaged leg that led to
misaligned joining. This
unfortunate exercise turned him
lame forthe rest of his life.

When misfortunes come, they
This
happened with Isa as well His
health problems and semi
unemployment triggered
hardships in other aspects of his
life. For instance, his kids were
unable to study as there was no
alactricity in their house Eeading
in the candle lights was so hard
and embarrassing,

come in battalions,

L sense of deprivation and
inferiority complex was haunting

his children. His daily Tonga trips
were drastically reduced due to
the entry of Chinghai rickshaw as
the faster means of public
transport. Meanwhile, his 17
wears old son died after brief
illness and fewver the reason being
his inability to afford proper
medical treatment. He wras

literally 'broken into pisces’.

Ewveary cloud has a sikrer lining; He
came to know about Safco
Support Foundation's loan
program that looked attractive. [
was shown a ray of hope amidst
the life of frustration. The scheme
was not limited to giving loan but

was inspiring to manage life. It
turned cut to be a life changing
opportunits

During his mesetings with Safco
Support Foundation mobilizers
hewras motivated to restart his life
from scratch and be happy again,
"I was motivated to take a fresh
start with a renewed hope and
courage’, said [sa in an optimistic
tone. I quit smoking and was
convinced by my friends at Safco
Support Foundation to follow my
dream of self-raliance. This was a
turning point in my lifs, he
remarkad.




"T sold my Tonga at a price of Es.
5,000/- and applied for Safco
Support Foundation loan which
granted me an amount of Es
8000/- I made a business plan to
set up a kirvana shop with this
money I was provided necessary
training by Safcoc Support
Foundation to managethe shop, It
was a breakthrough as the
response was good”, he
remembered

Afterincurringhis daily expenses,
he was able to save some money
from the daily sale. He was wise
aencugh to re-invest his saving in
terms of more stock in his shop.
"This strategy prowved successful
and my business had registered a
slow but sure growth®, he
disclosed confidently "Today my
son has completed the Hafiz
course as well as matriculation
and my daughter has deone
matriculation as well We were
livingin cur cwn house” headded

I applied again for more loans.
Thizs time, I convinced the Safoo
Support Foundation officials who
granted mea loan of Re, 10,000/,
I invested it in my business; it

ave me a good profit, [ was able

<

to manage a bigger business. By
thiz loan, I started an additional
business opportunity. 1 started to
purchasewheat from the farmers
at from the field at the time of
harvest and scld it to the traders
with good profit margins.
Although it was a short time
seasonal activity but it gave me a
satisfactory income to improve
my life,

The story of [sa doesnot end here.
Mext season was of cotton, this
time he took Re, 15,000/ as loan
and invested it into cotton dealing,
This initiative alko gawve him a
reasonable profit. "Hence, [ was
capable to analyses the on-going
trends in the local markst keeping
in wiew the demand supply
mechanism and its ups and
downs, I also took the ban of Rs
25000/- and Rs. 320000/-
respectivaly. T have learnt to makes
purchases when the market is
slow and sell the stock when the
damand rises up. "Safco Support
Foundation gave me Rz S000/-
loan and I produced S00,000/-
from it similarly if it gives me Bs.
00,000/ T would surely turn it
inte Rs. 50, 00,000/-% he

concludad,

"I am quite satisfied ncw and
happy on what [ have done. [ can
proudly speak about my struggla.
[ do neot hawve to hear the harsh
words from Saths. Tam educating
my son and daughter, Health and
aducation are at my doorstep for
my kids. 1 have learnt the
importance of time and proper
decision making. I have a
comprehensive and sustainable
future plan for the business
promotion and for family survival
in the societyr Thank wvou Safoo
Support Foundation for changing
my life",

\




Sahib Zadi

A new lease of life

§ Citi-FPAF

Microentreprencurthip Awards
1008

Hational Win

“In a country well governed, poverty is something
to be ashamed of. In a country badly governed,
wealth is something to be ashamed of.” - Confucius

isability in life is a matter of percaption.

If a person can do something despite

his/her physical impairment, society
always acknowledges his contribution, Ms,
Sahibzadiis a bright example of a brave woman
who refused to surrender before her disabilit
24 yaars old Sahibzadi D /o Allah BEachayvo Sehto
resides at EhugicMohalla, Ehitshah town 55 Km
away from Hydsrabad

Shewas born as normal child before she lost her
both legs when she was stricken by a sewvera
fever at the tendar age of & Her family was poor
and could not afford proper treatment. She was
taken to local doctors for treatment but it wastoo
late. The distraught parents paid countless visits
to spiritual plces for Divine help to heal
disabilitr to the left leg of their belowad child "I
spent through my childhood and grown with
this disability as what cannot ba cured must be
andured [ accepted it as a decree of fate. But at
the zametime, I had unshalkeable beliafthat the
word disability is not synonymous with defeat in
life”,

Giving details of her family background, she said
"I hawve four brothers all has individual families. I
live with my father and elder brother My father
has grown too old and now unable to move
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around due to knee disorder and

advancing age” Praising the role
of her father in her upbringing,
she acknowledged that he had
always been a strong pillar of
support for her throughout her
lifa. T hate the world Jaddi that
means a famale disabled in Sindhi
language. It had become a world
of scorn for me as people teased
me by calling me Jaddi. It was my
father, whohelped me keep up my
morale and courage amid these
cutting remarks. He stood by me
like a rock through all thick and
thin oflife.

"My community members often
teased at my disability In myv sub-
conscience the word symbolized
insult and disgrace [ felt
disappointed, hopelesss and
infarior to others. Despair always
hoverad around my life" she
described her sentiments to the
teasing remarks she has from
others.One day a small incident
that happened in my colony
changad my life. & Safco Support
Foundation team visited our area,
[ kapt listeningtothe introduction
of Safce Support Foundation,
their loan program products and

policies with keen interaest. That
gave me a vision to stand up and
start new life. [t was not all about
taking loans but ake a plan to
manage life in an organized waw
It was a lifs changing cpportunity
for me. I started to join their
meetings, listened to their talks
and get motivated It influenced
She recalls the
awakening "It was time for me to
revisit myself

me a lot!

[ now concentrated morse on what
I can than what I cannct
Sahibzadi had taken a journey
into herinner selfand conceived a
Iot of new ideas and a degres of
galf-consciousnass."Twao she-
goats wers my only asset that I
pilad up with the savings of family
gratification I received on
cocasions, Eesides, [ had a rough
idea of sewing, I easily stitched
trousars but get little difficulty at
bel-curving and stitching shirts.

To be exact I was imperfect in
sewing' "I met with group leaders
of Safco Support Foundation and
shown my interest in learning
tailoring as well as applying for a
lban to purchase a buffalo as a
source of regular income. They

approved my business plin, On
one hand, I got admission in
sewing Centre to master the art of
stich and tailoring The Centre
charged me Es.300 per monthly
feas which | paid from personal
savings. On the other hand they
approved an amount of Es
10,0007- as Euffale Purchase
Loan (BPL) on 2™ June 2005, I
inwvasted Rs 2,000 from my
personal saving and purchased a
buffale from Es 12,000/, It was
the beginning of my multi-

prongad strategyto axcel in life,
oy
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Az the time goes by Sahibzadi
graduated from the Centre in
three months, For mastering this
skill she sold one of her goats in
Es 5000 and purchased a sewing
Hence, she started
sewing at home. Gradually her
customers she
became able to repay loan
installments from her own
earnings. She procured second
lkban of Es, 15,000 from Safco
Support Foundation on 19-9-
2006, She investad this amount in
purchase of 3 goats, She earned
good profit from this business
Eesides she continued sewing at
home, Her cumulative savings for
that wear risen to Es.20000. " The
business atmosphere was
fawvoring and I newver ook back
Mow Iwas planningtotake a Safco
Support Foundation loan third
time" Thistimeshe procuredloan
of B 18, 000 on 21-11-2007, She
invested her savings of Rs.20000
and purchased milking buffals
with RBs.38000, she sold milk in
neighkborhcod this earned her
good profit. She paid loan
installment regularly She iz quite
satisfied now and happy on what
she has done. She has earned

machine,

increased and

equal treatment from her
community member”
nobody calls me Jaddi, 1 am
Sahibzadi a Darziani- [femals
tailor] for all”.
Support Foundation loan she had
only two goats and was dependant
on family gratifications.

M oo

Eefore Safco

Sahibzadi is now a dignified self-
reliant worman who doesn't need
any support from any quarter
Mow within three wears she has
one milkingbuffale, one calf and
one goat to her own assets, Sheis

now earning Es.120 from milk
selling per day. She contributes in
family. Sahibzadi is sewing one
cloth suit daily this earns her
Es. 150, keeping the sewing
orders rose in her mind she had
planned to purchase 5 more
machines and opened sewing
skill Centre for girls of colony I
wish to see all my graduates
employved in sewing®. She
envizions.




Mohammad Nisar
Mapping the Change

“Wars against nations are fought to change maps;
wars against povertyy are fought to map change”

- Muhamrmad Ali,

The former World Heawmmwreight Eoxing champion

ohammad Nigar 3/0 Ismail [af reszides in [at
colory Khipro, a place 145 km far in North-East
of Hyderabad He runs a spare parts store and an
auto bike workshop along with his brother-in-law. The
man who, once, worked on a daily wages of Bz, 100/- has
monthly income of Rz, 20,000/- per month thanks to

safco support Foundation's loan program that helpedhim
turn over anew leaf,

"Safco Support Foundation has alwass been a driving
force behind mylong struggle for a comfortable life”, Nisar
recorded hiz acknowledgment to 3afco Support
Foundation micro finance program. His father worked in
alocal bizouit bakery and earned nominal wages for their
11 mermber family Owing to the shrinking business
opportunities and following heawy losses, the bakery
owner closed down the business pushing Misar's father
out of work.

Migar's family migrated to Hyderabad totryrtheir luck ina
big cifyr In Hyderabad his father started work in oa
restaurant while he joined as a frainee in a motor cycle
mechanic shop while he was still studying at school T
never thought of being placed in garage but it was a
matter of survival of the familyrthat forced me toworlk and
studyat the same time®,

[ had a strong sense of curiosity and interest to learn this
trade because [ wanted to start supporting my family as
gparly as poszsible, My senior (Ustad] was also wery
cooperative; in fwo years [ was able o azzist him n most
of the repair and maintenance services, It was on this
particular time that his Ustad started paying him some
stipends for his work, He had a dream to establish his own
motor cycle repair shop one dass




Therefore, he started to save a small
amount of hard earned money
regularlsy to follow his dreams. With
hiz gawvings he purchaszed a motar
cyvcle repairing tool kit which he zo
far was unable to purchasze due to
domestic problems. Meanwhile, his
father got a sudden attack of asthma
that turned him unable to work for
therest ofhislife.

"l savings were spent away on his
treatment® he said He had bhecome a
skilled auto-mechanic by now. 5o,
hiz Ustad fizzed Rs. 100,- as his daily
salary for his assistance at garage.
But this wage was hardly enough to
pay for the medical expenses of his
ailing father let alone the house rent
and electricity bills, After non-
payment of the monthly rent, the
owter evictedthemformthe housze,

Misar and his family decided to go
back to Ehipro to escape the high
cost of living in Hiyderabad He
recounted the peak of adwersity
with hizs family during the time of
crisiz, "In 2004 [ started to work at
local mechanic at Rs, 80/- per day
He worked in this position for one
vear and saved some earnings to
purchase the tools asz he was
planningto openhis own garage.

He purchaszed a tool-kit and started
ambulatory mechanic services, "My
daily income was Bs, 150 but it was
g0 complicated to find regular
customers. People didn't trust in

ambulatory services, they asked me
about myr garage but [ waz unahble o
provide mybuziness address as [had
none. [ was desperate to open my
ot auto bike shop,

t thiz critical juncture of my
siruggle for survival, I came to know
about Safco Support Foundation
and its micro credit program. It
attracted me because Safco Support
Foundation policy and procecure
did not require collateral or
guarantee or mortgage, I opted for
this friendly loan as it was an
innowvative idea unlike the
conwventional system of banking
that has verytough conditions,

I wizited Safco Support Foundation
and submitted mr businesz plan to
open myrepair shop. Iwas happyto
get aloan of Re, 6,000/- onls: From
these funds, I rented a shop at

monthly rent of Rs. 1,000/- and
purchaszed toolz for my repair work
from the remaining 5,000/- and
started my outlet”

The response was guite
encouraging as hizs daily income had
more than doubled as hiz awverage
wiork was giving me Es. 250/- per
dazr He was able to manage his
family needs efficiently after
incurring the monthly rent and loan
repayments, T was ewven saving
gome amount at the end of evers
month,

BEw the ywear end I had saved about
B3, 20000/ which was a great
achievement az I had not seen this
much money in my hands before’,
remembered Wisar. But hard time
had begun to fade away and he was
looking forward to take another step
forwardto grow hisbusiness,




With this sawings he purchased a
second hand motorbike for rent-

abike business. Here people
frequently travel in poor ways and
there were not mary wehicles for
publicuze, Speaking about the need
aszeszment of his rent-a-hike
venture, he zaid that taxizs are wery
expensive to afford and motor cicle
rickshaws are not suitable for
remote willage journey; therefore,
the people preferred motor bikes for
eCconOony and convenience,

50, the motor bike wras in great
demand and many of my customers
adwised me to launch this scheme,
The results later prowved that they
were right, Another avenue of
regular income interms of dailyrent
was opened before him bringing
him Rs. 300-350/- in addition to his
motor cycle repair rewenue. He
inwvested hiz Second loan of RS,
14,000 in 2007 and purchased
another hike, Wowr his total monthlsy
mcomerasetaR3. 12000,

He regularly paid loan installments
and kept saving at home, That year,
he saved enough to meet dowry
expenses of hiz zister's marriage
which cost him RS, 120,000, Latter
he married himself and renowvated
hiz familyhouse which also cost him
B3, 20,000, But it was not a big deal
due tothe regular flow of saving,

Mizar didn't stop thinking about news
buziness expansion plans. Once

again, it was time to open new
windows of opportunity This time
he planned to open a spare parts
shop adjacent to hizs auto repair
shop. He was more concerned about
customers' satisfaction "My repair
and maintenance customers would
complain about the sub-standard
and unbranded spear parts from the
local markets which were
complicating for their bikes,

It was damaging my own good will
and customer's frust. There was a
need to open a genuine spare parts
shop. He got third loan of RS, 20,000
in 2008 and added another Rs
20,000 from hiz personal sawvings
and purchased genuine spear parts
of Honda-CD 70 srorth Bz, 40,0007 -
whichwas a substantial amount.

The supply of genuine spare parts
brought an end to the customers'
complaints, By the time, he had
gawved enough to rent an adjacent
shop to set up spare parts store, He
employed hiz jobless brother-in-law
at that shop. "Allah had showeredhis
uncountable bleszing upon me®, he
remarked

I financed the wedding
arrangements of my younger sister.
Moreower, 1 replenished the spare
parts shop with new stock wworth Bs,
30,000/- at the same timeMisar
shared the recollections of his
successful business journey with
pride. The story continues as he

bought two more secondhand bikes
from the fourth time loan provided
by Safco Support Foundation, He
has now steady income of Rs,
20,000 per month and regularly
pays his installments,

Howe he iz doing the businezz of sale
and purchase of motor-bikes and
plannedto scale up this expansionto
other towns., I'm the guarantor of
motor-bike that [ sell; people
happily stick to my words about the
reconditioned bikes. I offer
subzidized maintenance and
service for all the bikes zold by me.
soor Twrill offer this service to other
towns in the wicinity [was penniless
whenlcame here from Hyderabad

[ wraz fighting for a livelihood, and
today my monthly ncome exceeds
ES. 20,000, T hawe honorahbly
married mself and my two sisters
with my sawvings from this business'
and [ am able tolook after myr famils
specially my aged parents. [ am
supporting my brother-in-law alzo.
supports of Safco Support
Foundation helped me to establish
Iy garage as vou see today Safco
support Foundation sown a seed of
success through its funds n 2004
and that tiny seed has grown into a
bigtree today Iam indebtedto Safco
support Foundation that iz a new
hope to marslike me,
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Mohammad Naeem
An icon of Struggle

he story of a laborer turned entrepreneur

Mohammad Nasem Son of Jamil Rajput is a

precaedent to those who want to come out of
povarty with hard work and dedication. The 3&
vears old wholesaler lives in Sheikh Mohalla
Ehitshah town, about 55 km away from Hyderabad
Magem, who had two elder and one vounger brother,
could not continue his studises after matric duato his
parents' vulnerable financial condition.

His elder brothers separated him after his marriags,
while he alongwith hisyounger brother stayed with
their aged parents. He would do labor work on
construction sites and earned daily wages of Es.80
for his hibor works. His survival seems to be much
andangered amid uncertainties of life. Muhammad
Masem, the fifth time borrower of Safco Support
Foundation credit program is ne longer a dailywage
worker, He has a comfortable life with own house,
along with his lowing wife and two kids, His whole
cale business in Pan material supplies has earned
him everything he once used to dream about. Back
in 2004, he had only few days' apprenticeship on his
father's 'Paan' cabin, when he applied for first Safco
Support Foundation loan in 2004, "4 decade ago, [

used to sit outside a small shop in the vicinity after
returning back from my daily labor work’, he recalls
the time when he was dreaming to start his own
business.

"Duringthistime around, Safeo Support Foundation
cradit program representatives visited our area and
introduced micre credit program, products and
policies. Safco Support Foundation's concept of
izsuing a credit amount without collateral or
pledging property was a novel scheme that looked
incredibly attractive to me, Unlike banks, it was a
sincers effort in helping people to get rid of powerts”,
He saw a ray of hope in Safeo Support Foundation
cradit program and convinced himself about his
inheritad skills of Paan-selling. Finally he applied
for Begular Monthly Loan [EML] to establish a Paan
cabin.

He got first lban of Bs. £,0001in 2004 and contributad
Es.3, 600 from his savings and rented a Paan-cabin
for Rs.1600 at Mela Ground Ehitshah, He opened his
business by investing Rs.8, 000 in purchasing Paan
ingradients like katha, metha masala, and chalia,

The response was very positive, His business got
footing and he started to reap a good income of his
investment and regularly paid his loan
installments.He started contributing Rs. 100 in a
local saving committes, I have learnt through hard
labor days that austerity is the only way of life that
suits me”.
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Muhammad Naeem told about his
garly lessons of practizal life
Second time, in wear 2005, he
again applied for a loan amount of
Es 8000 to boost up his business.
From this cash injection of Rs
8000/-, he added confectionary
and bakery items to his existing
stock, His business plan worked
vary wall as per his expectations,
He earned good income from his
business and returned all loan
amounts within prescribed
period oftime.

Within a short span of two vears,
Magem's Paans become famousin
the town and his customer
increased tothres folds, It became
essential to expand the size of his
cabin te accommodate his
growing clientels. He purchasad a
largar cabin for Bs &,000 in the
same area and turned his existing
cabin into a go-down. 'T was so
happy with the wery thought of
ownership, Yesterday's laborer
had bacome today's property
owner', he recalled There was no
limit to his excitement as he had
of a

become an owner

property,
Muhammad Maeem had now

commercial

clear business expansion pln in
his mind A number of cabin
holders ofthetown had demanded
him to sell them raw katha which
was usad in Paans "Keaping that
demand in wiew, [ plhnned to
inwvest in katha and cother pan-
masalas” he ocutlined his
expansion plains, This expansion
brought him good profit and he
saved enough amounts to meet
expenses for his marriage that
vear, He also purchased a two
room house for Bs. 80, 000 /- from
his regular savings.It was for the
third time in the yvear 2006 that

he got ancther loan amount of
Fs.10, 000 from Safeo Support
This time he
purchased a shipment of raw-
katha and chalia at a wholesale
rate form Hyderabad He offerad it
to local cabin holders on nominal

Foundation.

profit margins., His sales
increased day by day along with
the number of customers, Now he
needed an assistant to cope up
with the growing volume of trads,
He employved his vounger brother

with him on cabin,

He was locking forward to take
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new steps to promote his
business now, But the misfortune
was waiting to strike at Naeam. In
September 2006&, his go-down
flooded was flooded with
rainwater following heavy rains
Thewvaluable stock of 6.5 Munds of
pan paper; 5 bags of Chalia and 2
bags of raw-katha was reduced
into a heap of rubkle cwernight.
He hardly had recowered form
that loss, when in the Holy month
of Ramadan same wear his wifa
got sericusly ill after giving birth
to a dead child Her medical
treatment cost him Es5, 000, It
was a double blow to his business
activitw For the fourth time in the
vear 2007, he got a loan amount of
Fs.14000, Having a good
kncwledge and experience of
market rates, he found Earachi
IMarket more competitive in
terms of rates and quality of stock,
"This purchase saved me Es. 25
per kg in chalia, Fs.250 per Mund
on pan papar and Bs. 10 per kgon
raw-kathah. The quality of chalia
was betterthanthatgood and soft
in chewing” he remarked after
caleulating the net gains of his
successful bargain. This
increased his profit margin

considerably, He extended his
supplving of raw-katha, pan-
chalia and pan-paper to other
cabins
surrounding areas, Fifth time, in
vear 2008, he gotalban amount of
E=.18000, He once again inwvestad
in the same business and
attracted considerable profits,

in the town and the

The story of Muhammad Nasem
does not end here he now has
purchased a shop to set up a flour
mill for his wounger brother He
has flourished his business with
proper planning, commitment
and hard work, He plans to
expand hizs business in other
villages and towns now. "I am a
self-made person having seen the
rise and falls of time, Whatewver [
hawve earned iz fruit of my hard
work. [ can recover the loss with
the same spirit and commitment
to my business® Muhammad
MNaeem reacted to the losses he
bore during the painful year of
2006, Masem has re-organized
himself altogetheriWhen he first
applied for loan, backin 2004, and
hismonthlyincome was Es, 3000,
There iz a seven times growth in
that income with in a period of

five weoars, His current income has
now risentoRs 22000

I have always dreamed to stand on
my own feet. Safco Support
Foundation supported me at right
time. It was Safco Support
Foundation that kept my dream
alive and today I earned a good
business reputation in town, My
business is expanding day by day. [
must say Safco Support
Foundation has made me
prosperous and self-reliant.
Thanks
Foundation for supportingme,

Safco Support

N\
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J a ttl Fa kl r "The combined efforts of millions of concerned citizens

could do wonders to help the impoverished”

A Neglected Member of Society |t

afco, being an equal opportunity organization

for all sewes, has alwawys given respect and

dignity to men women and transgender [Hijras)
aneglected chapter of our sociaty].

[ am a she-male named Jatti Fakir born in Indian state
of Uttar Fradesh, India. At the independence of
Pakistan on 14" August 1947, [ was too young to
remember my train journey from Rohtak to Pakistan
accompanied by my mentor [Guru] Mumtaz who was
also a she-male, My guru used to tell me ocur story of
ascape from the massacre of Muslims at the time of
partition., We were fortunate to enter Pakistan and
were settled in Tando Adam, Sindh. My guru brought
me up under his protection and we used to sing and
dance in a group [bkiraderi] at wedding parties and
functions to make a living, My guru often aducated me
aboutpopular perceptionsabout she-males,

"When atransgender baby is born, in many cases, the
she-male iz abandoned by the family and given to the
aunuch community where life is spent in the shadows
of poverty and prostitution. You don't studsy, you can't
do what the society deems "respectable” jobs, rather
wou go out on functions, dance for peopls, sell yourself
as a prostitute and sarn yvour livelihood’, said my guru
IMumtaz. Jatti Fakir's life was shattered when his guru
Mumtaz died in 2002, | After that, I was the controllar
of all disciples of Guruji In 200& the group revolted
against me to end my leadership, They all got united
and termed me as an outcast and kicked I out of their




Hujra [shelter] confiscated my
music instruments. "During the
life-time of my guru Mumtaz, I
had adopted an abandonad baky
bow whom we shaltered in our
Hujra and cared him liks our own
child” By the time he had become
a musician got married and had
two children and family, After
being shut out from the group, I
started living with my son and his
family.

Heraisanotherside ofthe story

In 2006 Wasnabad colony Tando
Adam a credit officer of Safeo
Support Foundation met a she
male who was a child on 14
August 194775 train journey. The
credit officer showed him a
probable way to mitigate the
poverty along with other
participants of introductory
mesting of microfinance by Safco
Support Foundation, Atthe end of
the session, the child of 14 August
1947 Jatti Fageer had decided to
change his life like other human
beings. Jatti Fageer claimed that
the third sex are like other
humans and have a right to dream
about a comfortable life and their
fundamental rights.

After the ouster from Hujra, I lost

my source of survival, my disciple
banned me to participate in
wedding events for a living, They
also confiscated musical
instrument from my son. Hencs,
beth of us becomevulnerable and
ware not able to find any way-out;
Jatti described the account of
beareaverments,

Iam aJaddi pushtifakir and I hate
beggary, | don't go in the streets
for my livelihood. We fakirs have
honor of being with Nobel
families who obserwve strict
[Fardah] bhecauszse we are
considered as holy birth, But at
the sametime [ knew itwas a big
problem forusaswe had no other
option of wining our bread” said

— —

WAt
f"”-nﬁig;

Jatti,

[ requested a number of peoplato
lend me some money so that I
may buy musical instruments to
make a living but no one paid
attention to my plight. Finally I
came to know about Safco
Support Foundation and I applied
for first loan. [ was given Es
g,000/- and we purchasad
musical instruments to restart our
worl, I saw a big change in my life
as [ was earning enough to make
some saving after paying my loan
installments, This loan proved to
ke wery fruitful because it mads
me conscious about savings, [
hawve almost spent myv life and was
unaware of the saving




mechanism. I have now realized
thatifl had saved in my early lifs, I
might have become a rich person
today

The conscicus Jatti decided to
saecurethe future ofhis famils

[ put my grandson in a mobile
phone shop and he has become
financially independent now, Our
ocuster from Hujra was a blessing
in disguise for me and my son. He
and his family have now
integrated intc mainstream
community Jattithen got ancther
loan from Safco Support

Foundation amounting Es.
15,000/- and expandsd the
mobile shop adding computers
and CDs in the shop. She
continued to pay regular
installments. When she applied
for the third time loan, she was
granted Rs. 20,000 dus to her
goodtrackrecord

Today, this shop earns Rs, 500 par
day which is more than encugh
for the survival of his famile Her
grandson is married now and
living happile "I rarely attend
evants in biraderi on speacial
requests, ['m quite old now but my

grandscn's shop is sarning
ancugh for us, Iam not frightensd
anymora of my remaining life and
the future of my family’. Safco
Support Foundation has
recognized the potentials of a
cshe-male and I hope that our
other institutions should also give
aduserespactto our community
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N a ZI a "This is not about charity; it's about justice...

The war against terror is boundup in the war

Moving on the wheels of change F-oiti-tios Beciiro

dream doesn't become realify through

magic; it takes sweat, defermination and

hard work. Nazia Dfo Hidayat Maseeh, 30,
rezides in Christian colony Sanghar, about 129 km
from the MNorth of Hwderabad City She got
ecucation up to matriculation but could not go for
higher studies as her elderly parents needed her
support. Her two elder brothers had left the joint
farily after getting married and she had three
vounger sisterz and a brother to take care of, My
father was proud to call me "son' due to my fighting
spirit and determination.Her father was a mason
supporting the large family through his meager
income.

[ue to an accident on a work site my father fall
down from height and broke both his wrist bones.
All our sawings were spent on his treatment, He was
no more able to work with crippled wrists, Dy
vounger brother was too young towork, The family
was gripped under a financial crunch, After her
matriculation she applied for teaching job in alocal
private school but she was turned down due to poor
ecducational back ground,

The family conditions continued to deteriorate
with every passing day At one stage, we were living
on the generosity of church that provided us meals
every evening, We used to eat once a day. "We were
surviving at the cost of our honor, dignity and zelf-
esteem”, Nazia sobbed while recalling her
nightmares, With the consent of her father she left
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for Earachitotake up zome work as
her uncle was alsoliving there.

"I became a street-wvendor selling
detergents with a daily earning of
Rs. 200/-, T was desperate to sawve
every penny to send it to my family
back home, But soon [ realized that
I wraz wulnerable to attack from
vagabhonds, [t was scary when
wanton youth were often stalking
me during my work, I quit this
work due to insecure
EIWir onrnernt”,

she started to learn stitching and
tailoring as atrainee at She joined a
reputed garmenfts manufacturing
compaty as a tralnee to learn
stitching and tailoring. She
mastered the failoring zkills in
short time and started earnings
between Rs 200-350 per day She
waz paid Bz 7 per component and
she was able to stitch 30-50
components per day

[worked there for 3 wears, It was a
regular work and [ kept sending my
savings at home", She told about
first regular income. Meanwhile,
her elder zister returned home after
serious disputes with her husband
and in-laws. Her family needs
money to hire the services of a
lavwrzer to get divorce. She was

mpelled to take an adwvance

payment from the factory to be
deducted frombher salary

she had to pay exfra in terms of
interest they called comrmission,
sometimes, there was nothing left
after paying the monthly
installment. "T was turned into a
machine, It pushed me to nervous
complications adwersels effecting
my performance”, she
remembered T fell il and the
companysacked me from the job. It
was painful tobe jobless again and I
returned back home in deep
frustration®, she recounted.

Courageouz Nazia didn't loze much
time in getting re-started There
had been a flower nursery in her
locality: She purchaszed 40- 50 tiny
flower plants for Rs 2/ each and
planted them in her courtyard
After three weeks the plants grew
and she soldthem inthe market for
Fz 20 each. It was good return if
orie iz able to do it on large scale
with large amount of monew "I
preferred tailoring but [ had no
gewring machine towork on,

I wranted loan but there was no one
around to understand my problem,
Char comrmunity, instead of helping
people in distress, prefer to send
their charities to church for
orwrard distribution in terms of

food items only”, she protested
"One dayr 5afco Support Foundation
representatively vizsited our colony
tobrief about their loan schemes on
offer to women without collateral
It was time for me to think about
the feazibility of a self-employrment
buziness. I shared my vizion with
safco Support Foundation
representative and shown my
willingness tobecome a member of
microcredit program®,

First time she was given aloan of
B3, 7,000, It fulfilled her long-time
dream to purchase a sewing
machine to start a home-based
tailloring job, The response was
excellent as the orders were
pouring in from many customers.
It brought a sufficient increase in
her income. 3he enabled to manage
her expenses and saved some
amount at home, She paid all loan
installments at due time.

ohe trained her ywounger zister in
tallaring and purchased another
sewing machine for her from her
gavings., “Safco Support
Foundation was a source of my
professional recognition as it
proved to be a showcase of g
skills. T had mastered the art of
tailloring at a reputed garments
factory in Karachi but myr quality of
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work was hidden from others az I
had no machine to demonstrate my
skills”,

she had aplan now to purchase her
own material to produce fancy
dresses as they were in great
dernand. Second time she took loan
of Rz 12,000/- to purchase
garments material of ribbons, steel
and glazss buttons, zari and
buckram from Hwderabad I
wanted to offer a good walue for
their money to my walued
customers®, she revealed, With this
amount she purchased the state of
the art material to fit the new
fashion trends to win maore
Customers.

Her strategy worked wery well Her
monthly income increased to a
good amount of Rz 10,000, She
replaced her machine with an
adwvance model of Zigzag brand
sewing machine for efficiency. She
managed repavments of all
installments of loan. Her diahetic
tmother fell il and the four months
treatment cost her Bs 10,000 which
she managed from her regular
savings,

Meanwhile, another busineszs
opportunity was knocking her

door. 3he was conftacted by a local

private school to stitch 250 children
uniform order. The schoal offered
stitching charges of Rs. 110 per
uniform but in caze she usze her
owr cloth she was offered Rs 225/ -
per unit, The second offer was
much aftractive but it required
huge money to purchase the
material,

She reguested Safco Support
Foundation for a higher amount of
loan, Eeeping her past records and
buziness innowvation in mind, she
was givernn Rz, 18,000 loan. She
added Esz 7,000 of her saving and
purchased Rs. 25,000 cloths and
other material from EKarachi
market and started working on
that uniform order.

"It wras first bigger opportunity fior
me but Iwasunable to complete the
order alone. [ hired few girls for
asszistance. We worked day and
night and completed that order in
25 days. The owrer was so happy
with the work manship that he paid
us extra Rz 5/- per unit. We saved
Es, 30,000 from thiz order she
zaid.The journey of MNazia
continues as she is now wvisiting
other private zchocolz of Sanghar
and surrounding towrns for similar
arders,

I was referred fo few zschools of
Tando Adam and Mawabshah and
hawve got orders of Y00 zschool's
uniforms. Now [ hawe a small
garment factory inside my home .1
can undertake bulk order:s of
uniform. [ hawve a workforce of 3
skilled tailors and & trainees Nazia
described with glowing face,

MNazia's current income iz RS,
15,000, She is providing proper
medical treatment to her mother
and has saved enough to re-marry
her divorced zizter, She has frained
her two sisterz and & other
community girls in guality
stitching, She iz planning to setup a
dizplayr Centre where she can
exhibit her designs and work, She is
planning to infroduce children's
clothes and baby garments in her
line of productiomn.

‘after going through a lot of
hardships in life, I'tn wery happy
and can see bright future of my
family and community with the
flourishing of my business”, she
gaid trinmphantly "Safco Support
Foundation's timely support made
me able to stand where [ stand
todayr Safco Support Foundation
provided us a chance to prosper. It
iz really the bank of poor people”
she thanked Safco Support

Foundation. /
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Jam Zadi

Paying Price of Success

"Poverty is eversione's problem, It cuts across angeline
WO canname: age, race, social geographic or religions,
Whether srou are black or white; rich, middle-class or poor,
we are ALL touched by povertss” - Kathleen Elanco

ard work is the price of success. This is evident

form the story of 35 wears old Jam Zadi, the

widow of Khameeso Khan, She is a resident of
village "Ehaji Khan Rind" located some 20 kilo meters
from Taluka Shahdad Pur on Sanghar road, about 80
kilometers away from Hyderabad Eorn in the family of a
poor share cropper, she always assisted her family in
harvastingand picking cothon,

Ircnically, Jam Zadi was given in marriage to an aged
man when she was only 12, She was given two goats and
one buffalo calfin dowry by her parents. Like most ofthe
rural women, she gave a great helping hand to her
hushkand at field work and continued making handicrafts
athomeinleisuretimesasanincomesupplement,

Her hushand who was 'Munshi' [caretaker) with a local
landlord, wras in bad health and was off-sick most of the
time. Owingto hisillness she had toworkalone for longer
hours but shewas boldly copingwith the circumstances.
Life iz a blend of joys and sorrows. [am Zadiwas blessed
with a baby boy 14 wears after their marriage which
brought the hope of spring in their tough life. But
unfortunately, after sewen month of his birth, her
husband fell seriously ill and died leaving her along to
facathestone hard realities of miserable life,

She came back to live with her parent again. &s she was
still voung, her parents advised her to remarry but she
refused for the sake of her little son. The death of her




spouse and subsequent miseries
and cverwork caused her cardiac

problems. She remained under
treatment for her heart disease
but once she got well she
resumed her work to support her

parentsand son.

Although shewas uneducated, vet
she was extremely conscious
regarding the importance of
aducation and had enrocllad her
son in school Shewas determined
to arrange higher education for
her sontolight up his future.

When Safco Support Foundation
carried out an intervention in
"Bhaji Khan Rind" for community
organization, she started to
attend mestings on regular basis,
In the c¢radit program of Safco
Support Foundation she tock a
lban of Bz 5000 and purchased
two goats. [n a period of one year,
both her goats reared one baby-
goat each, But unfortunately one
of them died to the frustration of
Jam Zadi.
optimistic and did not give up har
struggle. Howewver, misfortune
continued to haunt Jam Zadi as
she felt pain again in heart. She

She remained

had no money to bear the
treatment cost, Therefore, she
sold one of her goats for Rs 4000,
and the money spent on her
treatment,

After sometime, she applied fora
sacond ban from Safco Suppeort
Foundation and was granted BEs
2000 to restart her livestock
business. She purchased two
goats, one for Rs 2000 and other
for Bs 2200 respectively and kept
the remaining money for
domestic expenses and payment
of first installment on due date
Furthermore she spent &800
from her saving on the repairing
of her household, while paid all
herinstalliments atthe due dates.

Hewrewvar, after complsting her
third loan, she decided to take Es
15000, Keeping in mind her
repayment cradentials, she was
grantad Es 15,000/-, This time
she purchased five heads of goats.
She worked wary hard on their
kok after This flock of goats
brought her a profit beyond
imagination and she kept on the
rolling in her business which
resulted unimaginable profit,

Mow she has a net saving of Bs
4,000 earmarked for making a
new purchase of goats in order to
further strengthen her running
business. Apart from that her
total livestock assets are
amounting to Es 40,000/-, She
beamed with confidence and said
that if [ would net have worked
hard and kept up my courage I
woukd never have got such huge
assets,

She now earns Bs. 2000 per
month from her business to meet
her daily needs. "Without the
interveantion of Safco Support
Foundation, [ would never hawve
bean able to educate my son who
is a bright rayv of hope during my
twrilight davs", she acknowledzad
"l and my son are no more a
burden to my parents and [wish to
continue this business with the
support of Safco Support
Foundation®, shehoped

)
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S h a ZI a Brpone whao has ever struggled with powerts knows
howe extremely expenste it is to be poor”

Feeding Her Family Through Handiwork |ttt anecieiig

izz Shazia, she iz living in Kaheri Colorgs [Taluka
Tando Adam & district Sanghar], she firstly
borrowed loan of RS, 10,000 from Safco Support
Foundation meant for the intensification of frade of
handicraft "THALAR', She has asszerted her inferior and

destitute position in the society; she expressed her past
despondent from everyzide and spoken her bargone bar omwr,

Mrname is Shazia Gull Hassan, My father died when I was
thirteen years old [, my vounger brother and three sisters
live with our blind mother. We are sharing this house with
our uncle who iz alzo blind Following my father's death, mye
motherwas in extreme distrezz az there waz nowayrto make
aliving, My mother started begging in the sireets to feed us,
Later o, she turnedto some witcheoraft to make easy money
but quit the practice at the call of her conscienice as she
wantedtobringupherkids withfair playandhone stz

Cnce again, she returned to begging - her old profeszion as
there was no other option. she uzed to go out on short
begging frips after finishing the household work, After few
hiours, she would come back and learn the art of making
'Thalar' a decorating cloth line used as a border for ladies
shirts and scarf. It iz because she had made up her mind to
finda dignifiedwasy of living,

I3 mother weas a blind ladyr but she learnt the needlework
despite the wisual disabilify: She was capable to start ahome-
based manufacturing of [halar but the major problem was
that she had no money to buy the raw material to start
production. We were in desperate need to find a support to
ward off povertyandtake up a sustainable livelihood

One day a lady from the neighhorhood disclozed to their
familythat there iz a program which gives small loans to the
poor o change their livesfor the sustainability and for the
alleviation of powverty This good news was a ray of hope for




all of them to start a new life of zelf-
sufficiencsy

Az she heard the defails of Safco
support Foundation, she felt az if a
beam of light had entered in a dark
tunnel of despair and desponcence,
Thewords of that lady were a source
of inspiration for all the familw
shaziawas curioustohawve first-hand
knowledge of the Safco Support
Foundation loan scheme. She
immediately went to Safco Support
Foundation office. T wraz furnished
all necessary information including
formalrequirements andrepayment
procedure’, she zaid There was no
litnit to msr jovwhenthey told me that
was entitled for this scheme.When
she formally applied for the loan, she
was advisedtoformagroup as apre-
condition to get through, After
consultation with her family and
friends, they organized a group.
Followring a process of scrutingy and
formal werifications, she =was
granted Rz 10,000/ - loan on July 4,
2010,

Her mother wasz familiar with
wholesale dealers of [halar material
in Hyderabad cifir She took a rip to
Hyderabad accompanied by her
mothertopurchasetheraw material
she gradually mastered the art of
making[halar fromher mother

It wras like an onthe job fraining’, she
remembered The businesswas slow
but it was giving them three meals a
day pluz cleans clothes to wear "It

was not a less achievement for our
family®, she exclaimed. Thew
contimied to pay their installments
apart from saving a small amount at
the end of each month.

After paying off their first loan, she
wag eager to go for the zecond to
stabilize their business. This time
she got approval to get Bs 15,000/ -
on 27 July 2011, In addition to this
amount, she had a significant
amount of saving, She purchazed a
bigger quantify of Thalar making
material to ensure the smooth
running of her production. I had an
edge because my mother and my
elder sister were contributing their
labor inthis jointbusiness,

"The frickle down effects of our hard
wiork had started appearing in our
houze’, she confirmed Our younger
siblings were able to goto school for
eciication as wished by me late
father Although [ waz deprived of
ediucation during my childhood set 1
had pledged to pleaze our father's
soul by giving a good educationtothe
vounger siblings,

i3 trade was generating adequate
earnings and with the sawving I
progressivelypaid all installments on
due timmes. Ultimately; the rade was
going well and we were earning
eriough for livelihood [ concefred an
expansion plan to grow our frade as
the time was ripe to take big steps in
life. Therefore, [ applied for third
loan. After some assessments of my

trade by Safco Support Foundation
officialz, I got an amount of RS
17,000 on 27 October 2012, Once
again [ added my own savings into
thiz amount and bought extra
paraphernalia for further
production of "JHALAR"
[handiwaork] at alarger zcale,

With the patronage of Safco Support
Foundation, I'm capable to generate
around 15,000t0 20,000 rupess per
month, My house is now full of
primary and secondarsy stuff of
embroidery material. I'm
comfortably meeting my house
expenditures and my younger
siblings are also getting education in
awvery good institution. [used to pay
the outstanding installments of Safco
support Foundation at due dates and
our family life iz going very smooth,
My mother iz so glad with my
achievements,

Moy she alwrayss staye at home inher
ower room and we sisters are doing
everything she wishes, With the
blessing of Almighty Allah we hawve
improved owver standard of life, Our
friends andneighbors are wondering
about our enhanced social status, As
long as Safco Support Foundation is
around [ hope to grow mgr business
at the new heights of success. [ shall
remain indebted to Safco Support
Foundation for giving me freedom
and conficence.
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“Behind every small business, there's a story worth
knowing. All the corner shops in our towns and cities,
the restaurants, cleaners, gyms, hair salons, hardware stores
- these didn't come out of nowheve”.

Paul Byan - TS Congressman and fortmer Eepublican candidate for TS Vice President
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Mailing Address:House # B 11 12, Behind St. Bonaventure High School,
Phase I, Qasimabad, Hyderabad, Sindh Pakistan
Phone: +92 22 21-2130 2102161
Fax:+92 222102128 | Email:Info@safco.org
Web:www.safcosupport.org




